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7.1 Financi al Report to 31 January 2019 

☐ ☐ ☒

1 The purpose of this report is to provide for information the Financial and projects update to 31 
January 2019 as attached. 
Recommendati on 

 

 

⇩



Financi al Report to 31 January 2019 











7.2 Riverton Whar ves  Mai ntenance Update 

☐ ☒ ☐

1 The purpose of the report is to provide the Riverton Harbour Subcommittee (RHS) with an update 
on the second Emtech report on the Riverton Harbour wharves. This report covers the level of 
maintenance that has been undertaken to bring the wharves up to the required standard since the 
first report was provided to wharf owners in November 2015. 

2 Further, this report seeks the RHS recommendation to Council that should current licence holders 
fail to complete the necessary works by 30 June 2019 Council will move to revoke licences and 
ownership. 

3 The follow up inspection to that undertaken in 2014, was undertaken by Emtech in November 
2018 with the final report received 5 February 2019. This report identifies those wharves that have 
been repaired to the required standard, those that still do not meet the required standard and those 
that have not had any of the necessary work completed. 

4 Wharf owners have been sent copies of the extract of the latest report for their wharf, with 
instruction to undertake the work required by 30 June 2019. 

5 Council cannot allow wharf owners to continue to breach their licences by not completing the 
required work. There are significant health and safety reasons involved that pose significant risks 
to the owners and Council if left unattended. Accordingly, this report asks the subcommittee to 
make a recommendation to Council in anticipation of such action being necessary. 

6 There is an exception to the above, with one wharf owner having not signed a licence (or 
undertaken the required repairs to their wharf).  

7 The matter is dealt with separately in this report. 
 
 
Recommendati on 

 



 



8 On 4 and 5 September 2018, Emtech personnel carried out re-inspections on all the structures 
for which SDC in conjunction with the RHS have jurisdiction for permitting and licensing. These 
inspections were undertaken to assess the current condition of the structures and in particular if 
the recommended maintenance works following the November 2015 report had been addressed.  

9 As a general summary, the standard of the structures has improved significantly since the initial 
report of November 2015. The report indicates that 78% of the structures have had some 
improvement works undertaken on them since the 2015 report. Unfortunately, 66% of structures 
have not yet got to an acceptable level and have outstanding issues that require addressing. 

10 Such inaction renders the licensees in breach of their licence conditions. 

11 With the relevant wharf owners having had ample time to make the necessary repairs, Council 
has sent wharf owners the extract from the November 2018 report for their wharves, with an 
instruction that the necessary work is undertaken to the required standard by 30 June 2019. 

12 It is recommended that the failure of wharf owners to meet this deadline, will result in Council 
commencing action to suspend, or terminate their licence, or take possession/ownership of their 
wharf. 

13 There is an exception to the above, with one wharf owner having not signed a licence (or 
undertaken the required repairs to their wharf), despite their assurance on 13 June 2016 that they 
had sufficient funds and people available to undertake the required repairs to their wharf. 

14 Separate dealings with this owner gave them until 18 February 2019 to return to Council a 
properly signed and witnessed licence and undertake the required repairs by 31 March 2019. Yet 
again the owner has failed to respond. 

 

15 Some wharf owners have failed to comply with the conditions of their licence, despite a very 
lengthy timeframe in which to do so. This leaves the Council exposed under various legislative 
provisions, in particular health and safety provisions which now have considerable consequences. 

16 In the case of the owner who has not signed their licence, Council is exposed to legal action by 
Environment Southland for being in breach of the Resource Consent it holds for the structures 
in Riverton Harbour, by virtue of the owner having not signed their licence. Council has 
unsuccessfully gone to significant effort in a bid to get the owner’s signature on a licence 
document. It is evident that this will not stop Environment Southland from taking action for the 
breach. 

17 Council is required to comply with resource consent conditions. The owner having not signed 
their licence places Council in breach of the resource consent and Environment Southland could 
serve an abatement notice. Council must be seen to be pursuing available action against the 
owner to satisfy Environment Southland that it is taking the owner’s inaction seriously. 

18 Repairs to required standard is a condition of all the wharf licences. Council could continue to 
extend the timeframe required for the other wharf owners to complete the repairs. Council staff 



are concerned that some owners would take advantage of this and nothing would happen. 
Accordingly a line must be drawn in the sand and Council must commit to pursuing the legal 
action available to it – which is suspension, termination and taking possession of wharves. 

19 Council solicitor, Barry Slowly, has advised that Council should pursue the legal options available 
to it. 

20 Not sought other than through the RHC. The issuance of licences had previous gone through a 
consultation process. 

21 Unknown, but potential legal/court costs if progressed that far. 

22 Such action is ensuring relevant Council policies are adhered to. 

23 Two options are available, but only one is realistic. Council could do nothing, which will likely 
ultimately result in Environment Southland acting on the breach of resource consent conditions 
by Council; or Council can inform errant wharf owners of the potential action and make 
preparations in the event this proves necessary. 

 Ensure compliance with Council policies. 

 Ensures compliance with resource consent. 

 Gives confidence to community that 
Council’s vision of ‘Southland – one 
community offering endless opportunities’ 
signals a District-wide approach as we look 
to work in partnership with our 
communities for a better Southland. 

 May upset affected wharf owners. 

 May have a cost to the possible action. 



 None  Will still have a cost as ultimately action is 
required. 

 Environment Southland may act on 
Council breach of resource consent. 

24 This is considered a matter of local significance, but only in terms of possible breaches of 
licences issued by Council and the subsequent related resource consent breaches. Council must 
be seen to be ensuring compliance, which in turn requires Council compliance with resource 
consent. 

25 Option 1 is recommended. 

26 Council to inform wharf owners of potential action when sending out copies of the latest 
Emtech report and setting deadline of 30 June 2019 for repairs to be completed to required 
standard. Following this, if wharf owners continue to ignore requirements preparations should be 
made to pursue legal redress as necessary post 31 May 2019. 

27 Council to inform the wharf owner who hasn’t signed a licence that Council will commence 
proceedings to take possession of the subject wharf if a signed licence is not received and works 
undertaken by 31 March 2019. 

⇩



November 2018 Emtech R eport  on Structur es In Ri verton H arbour  
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