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☐ ☒ ☐

1 The 1.5 kilometre long Woodlands walking track was formed in late 2016 and has been used by a 
large number of people since the formation including the Woodlands School children as part of 
their outdoor activities.  Although the track was constructed wider than originally planned it was 
never designed to be edged as part of the original concept. After a significant amount of use 
some feedback has been received regarding the surface compaction, lack of track edging and 
useable width. The track (although designed for walking) is not seen as suitable for running, 
prams, bikes or walking two abreast and this has been a criticism of some users. These issues led 
to the Woodlands Community Development Area Subcommittee asking for an option to upgrade 
the track (all in one go) rather than a staged upgrade as per the Long Term Plan. 

2 This report outlines the scope of work and prices received from suitable contractors to complete 
the upgrade required to meet customer expectations and user satisfaction. It will also increase the 
ease of maintenance going forward as it is anticipated a 4 wheeler or Mule will be able to 
undertake the spraying of this track with the appropriate edging. The upgrade will address the 
edging of almost the entire track, provide an increase in useable width and resurfacing with a 
compacted 40 mm layer of crushed aggregate. 



 

 

 

3 Formed in 2016 to link the Woodlands Township and the Kingswood Bush Reserve, the walking 
track has been enjoyed by many people over the last 18 months. 

4 Some criticism over the track surface and lack of track edging and useable width has led to the 
Woodlands Community Development Area Subcommittee requesting an upgrade to the 
Woodlands Walking Track in one go, rather than a staged upgrade using the Taskforce team. 

5 The track is widely used by the Community and the upgrade is welcomed with a perceived 
increase in usage through the edging, increased useable width and track surface improvements. 
This will ensure track can be multipurpose. 

6 The track upgrade was originally planned in a staged approach over the next four years utilising 
the Taskforce Team with funding from Woodlands General Reserve. It is anticipated that the 
entire project (if accepted) will be funded entirely from Woodlands General Reserve. The 



Reserve balance is adequate to cover this unbudgeted amount without affecting any projects 
already in the existing Long Term Plan. 

7 Three prices were received from suitably qualified and Southland District Council approved 
contractors. The three prices received were: Wilson & Keen Contracting $26,411.32, Fulton 
Hogan $46,003.90 and SouthRoads $57,120.00. These prices are all excluding GST. An additional 
subcontractor declined to price. 

8 No policy implications are applicable at this time. 

9 Two options need considered for this project. 

 Funded gradually via reserves 

 Utilises Taskforce team 

 Track may lose appeal over the staged 
upgrade. 

 Maintenance issues associated with a half 
completed track. 

 Track not suitable at present for prams and 
bikes. 

 Fast completion all in one go 

 Will get used a lot more by the community 

 Easier to maintain 

 Suitable for a greater range of activities 

 Full track length will be edged at 1.4 metres 
wide (except the portion by the reserve) 

 A new crushed gravel surface will be laid 
and compacted all in one go 

 Adequate funds in Woodlands General 
Reserve to cover this work 

 Draws on reserves over and above what 
was anticipated 



10 Determines that this matter or decision be recognised as not significant in terms of Section 76 of 
the Local Government Act 2002. 

11 My recommendation is that the Woodlands Community Development Area Subcommittee 
approve the project to upgrade the walking track utilising Wilson & Keen contracting for the sum 
of $26,411.32 + GST to be completed in the 2018/2019 financial year. 

12 Approval to fund the entire project from the Woodlands General Reserve must be sought from 
Council before this project upgrade can progress in the 2018/2019 financial year. 
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