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☒ ☐ ☐

1 The purpose of the report is to enable the Stewart Island/Rakiura Community Board to consider 
their submission on proposed changes to the Stewart Island Rakiura Visitor Levy 

 

 

⇩



Stewart Island/Rakiura Community Board 

 

Stewart Island Rakiura Visitor Levy Submission (draft) 

 

o The Board do not want to see the allocation of these funds become the responsibility of Council 

but rather that the existing TAG be dispensed with, and the independent Allocations 

Subcommittee retain allocation responsibility. They would like the Allocations Subcommittee to 

consist of 1 Councillor as Chair, local Councillor, 3 approved transport operators (Real Journeys, 

Stewart Island Flights and ISS McKay) and 2 Community Board representatives. They do not wish 

to have a local Iwi representative. They wish for this group to continue to meet on the Island, in 

order to maximise local input and facilitate arrangements for those who wish to speak to their 

applications. 

 

o The Board do not wish to have allocation categories implemented, as they believe that all funding 

applications should be judged on their merits, rather than whether they fit into a certain category. 

 

 

o The Community Board believe that the Levy should not be available for the funding of wages, as 

this was not what the levy was set up for. They are in favour of the guidelines being altered in 

order to service loans, on the understanding that a project that requires a loan should be fully 

costed. Although the project may take more than 12 months to complete, the resulting 

commitment of funds is known and can be budgeted for. 

 

o The Board would find a minimal levy increase of up to $1 acceptable, to counteract inflation. They 

are not in favour of a greater increase as they have not seen costing justification for such a move, 

and firmly believe that other means of funding projects need to be investigated. They do not wish 

to see the levy replace funding streams that are available to other communities. 

 

o The Community Board would be happy to have the review period set at 3 years. 

 

o A representative from the Community Board would like to speak to this submission, on 

Stewart Island. 
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