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6.1 Unbudgeted Expenditure for  the purpose of a Fl yi ng Fox at Jack and Mattie Bennett Memorial Par k (Half  Mile R oad)  

☐ ☒ ☐

1 The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Tuatapere Community Board for 
unbudgeted expenditure of $10,000 to support the delivery of a flying fox in Jack and Mattie 
Bennett Memorial Park on Half Mile road, Tuatapere. This will be funded from the Elder Park 
Reserve. 

2 Project 790 – To install additional playground equipment at Tuatapere is set for delivery in 2019 -
2020 with a budget of $30,000.00.  The Community Board have engaged with their community 
and decided that they would prefer to install is a flying fox as the existing playground equipment 
is still fit for purpose. To cover the cost of the new flying fox additional funding of $10,000 is 
required. 

Recommendati on 



3 Project Code 790 – To install additional playground equipment at Tuatapere was approved in the 
LTP 2018-2028 and is set for delivery in 2019-2020 with a budget of $30,000.00.  Community 
engagement and discussions were undertaken with the community by the Tuatapere Community 
Board, and showed that the preferred equipment to be delivered under this project was a flying 
fox.  A request to Council staff was made to proceed in this direction. 

4 Previous delivery of similar flying fox projects around the district and recent quotations gathered, 
has shown that $40,000.00 is the expected cost, and as such the existing funds assigned will not 
cover this piece of equipment and all associated costs for delivery and installation. 

5 The Elder Park forestry reserve is recognised as a reserve fund whereby funds can be used only 
for the purpose of parks and reserves. It is considered that this project meets that brief.  The 
current balance of this fund as of 14 August 2019 was $23,058.00.  This report is seeking 
approval to use $10,000.00 of this reserve towards this project.

6 The type, placement and services of the location for this equipment are being considered with a 
broader view due to the likely future requirements for a toilet in this area.   

7 This will be a separate issue/project however Council staff are aware of the importance of 
inclusion of costs around service location and typographic information for now and into the 
future. 

8 As per above Council staff have also highlighted some issues around boundaries in this area.   
This should not impact on this report and a flying fox is still appropriate and can fit within 
current boundaries therefore securing these funds are a priority.  It is just to be noted that during 
the general project we should and will engage in a discussion associated with the boundaries of 
this site. 

9 NZS5828:2015 Playground Equipment and Surfacing.  While not incorporated into law for 
public playgrounds provided by local authorities, the Local Government Act 2002 clearly 
provides that local government exists to benefit, and promote the wellbeing of their 
communities. Unsafe playground equipment in public playgrounds that may cause serious injuries 
to children is inconsistent with that overarching objective and therefore this best practise 
standard re installation, certification and engineering would be showing appropriate duty of care. 

10 The Reserves Act 1977 outlines the appropriate application of revenue from reserves by the 
administering bodies.  Revenue from reserves must be spent on reserves. 

11 Southland District Council District Wide Reserve Management Plan 2003 outlines Jack and Mattie 
Bennett Memorial Park as being a reserve for recreation purposes and therefore applicable to be a 
benefactor for the Elder Park forestry funds. 



12 The position of the community board will be taken to represent the community. It should be 
noted that the desire to choose a flying fox (after talks with their community) is seen as 
appropriate ‘playground equipment’ and the original project was also consulted upon through 
LTP. 

13 It should be noted, these costs represent both initial quotations and real costs from other flying 
fox installations across the district.  While some costs may vary; there is a reasonable expectation 
of accuracy. 

14 Costs regarding the equipment kitset itself is based on the 45m version, which is what was 
previously discussed with the community board.  Based on location and needs this is seen to be 
appropriate.  A 30m option will only be considered if necessary following survey.  Costs would 
still be over the $30,000 original budget so this report is required regardless. 

HDG Steel Posts, 45m Single Kitset (Freight paid), Basic installation costs  $27,396.00 
Groundwork, Edging, fall requirements, labour       $6,500.00 
Site survey, level, location and services and engagement with supplier (warranty) $2,500.00 
Platform support or mound, labour         $2,500.00 
Installation extras, fencing, site safety        $   800.00 
Estimate costs total           $39,696.00 
           

15 There are no policy implications. 

16 The options to be considered are to approve the unbudgeted expenditure or to approve the 
unbudgeted expenditure. 

 A flying fox is installed at Jack and Mattie 
Bennett Memorial Park on Half Mile Road 
for the benefit of the Tuatapere community 
as per community wishes of project 790. 

 Elder Park forestry reserve funds are used 
for their intended purpose within parks and 
reserves in Tuatapere. 

 No other reserve or operational funds are 
required to be spent or applied for. 

 Elder Park reserves are decreased by 
$10,000 



 Elder Park forestry reserves stay at current 
levels. 

 The local community will not receive the 
playground equipment they wish for. 

 Further delays on project delivery to go 
back to the community for their next 
choice. 

17 Not considered significant. 

18 Option 1 – To approve the unbudgeted expenditure. 

19 Council staff will follow through with project delivery. 
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