
 

 
 
Note:   The reports contained within this agenda are for consideration and should not be construed as Council policy 

unless and until adopted.  Should Members require further information relating to any reports, please contact 
the relevant manager, Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson.  

 
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Ohai Railway Fund Committee will be held on: 
 

Date: 
Time: 
Meeting room: 
Venue: 
 

Friday, 10 May 2024 

10am 

Southland District Council Otautau Office 
176 Main Street 
Otautau 

 

Ohai Railway Fund Committee Agenda 
OPEN  

 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
Chairperson Kevin Dixon 
Deputy chairperson Shane Robertson 
Members Alanna Barrett 
 Kevin Curtin 
 Mayor Rob Scott 
 Councillor Derek Chamberlain 
 Councillor Jaspreet Boparai 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Committee advisor Rachael Poole 
Community liaison officer Kathryn Cowie 
Democracy advisor Jayson Trent 
 
 Contact telephone: 0800 732 732 

Postal address: PO Box 903, Invercargill 9840 
Email: emailsdc@southlanddc.govt.nz  

Website: www.southlanddc.govt.nz 

 
Full agendas are available on Council’s website 

www.southlanddc.govt.nz 

 

 

 

mailto:emailsdc@southlanddc.govt.nz
http://www.southlanddc.govt.nz/
https://www.southlanddc.govt.nz/my-council/meeting-schedule-and-agendas/




 

 
  

 

Health and safety – emergency procedures 

Toilets – The location of the toilets will be advised at the meeting. 
 
Evacuation – Should there be an evacuation for any reason please exit via the exits indicated at the 
venue. 
 
Earthquake – Drop, cover and hold applies in this situation and, if necessary, once the shaking has 
stopped we will evacuate the building to a safe location. 
 
Phones – Please turn your mobile devices to silent mode. 
 
Recording - These proceedings may be recorded for the purpose of live video, both live streaming 
and downloading.  By remaining in this meeting, you are consenting to being filmed for viewing by 
the public. 
  



 

 

Terms of Reference – Ohai Railway Fund Committee 
 

TYPE OF COMMITTEE Committee 

SUBORDINATE TO Relationship with Wallace Takitimu community board 

LEGISLATIVE BASIS Subcommittees delegated powers by Council as per schedule 7, 
clause 32, LGA 2002. 

MEMBERSHIP The Ohai Railway Fund committee comprises the following 
members: 
• three representatives who are appointed by Council 
• four local representatives whom are elected at the committee’s 

triennial meeting. 

QUORUM Four 

FREQUENCY OF 
MEETINGS 

The triennial meeting of the subcommittee is held within the first 
three months of the year following the triennial elections of 
Southland District Council. 

SCOPE OF ACTIVITIES The purpose of the fund is to provide grant(s) for the benefit of the 
“residents” of the former “Ohai Railway Board Area” as legally 
described in the New Zealand Gazette Notice, page 1671 of 11 May 
1916.  A “resident” being a person or a descendant of a person 
whose name appeared on the Parliamentary electoral roll for a nine 
year period during the years 1960 to 1999, both years inclusive, and 
whose address at this time or times was within the area of the district 
of the former board. 

DELEGATIONS Power to act 
The Ohai Railway Fund committee shall have the following 
delegated powers: 
• making decisions regarding funding applications to the Ohai 

Railway Fund. 
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1 Apologies  
 

At the close of the agenda no apologies had been received.  
 

2 Leave of absence  
 

At the close of the agenda no requests for leave of absence had been received. 
 

3 Conflict of interest 
 
Committee members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision-
making when a conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or other 
external interest they might have.  
 

4 Extraordinary/urgent items 

To consider, and if thought fit, to pass a resolution to permit the committee to consider any 
further items which do not appear on the agenda of this meeting and/or the meeting to be 
held with the public excluded. 

Such resolution is required to be made pursuant to Section 46A(7) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, and the chairperson must advise:  

(i) the reason why the item was not on the agenda, and 

(ii) the reason why the discussion of this item cannot be delayed until a subsequent 
meeting.  

Section 46A(7A) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 (as 
amended) states:  

“Where an item is not on the agenda for a meeting,- 

(a) that item may be discussed at that meeting if- 

(i) that item is a minor matter relating to the general business of the local authority; 
and 

(ii) the presiding member explains at the beginning of the meeting, at a time when 
it is open to the public, that the item will be discussed at the meeting; but 

(b) no resolution, decision or recommendation may be made in respect of that item 
except to refer that item to a subsequent meeting of the local authority for further 
discussion.” 

 
5 Confirmation of minutes 

5.1 Meeting minutes of Ohai Railway Fund Committee, 10 November 2023    
 

 
6 Public participation 

 
Notification to speak is required by 12noon at least one clear day before the meeting. Further 
information is available at www.southlanddc.govt.nz or by phoning 0800 732 732.  

http://www.southlanddc.govt.nz/
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Ohai Railway Fund Committee 
 

OPEN MINUTES 
UNCONFIRMED 

 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Ohai Railway Fund Committee held in the Southland District Council 
Otautau Office, 176 Main Street, Otautau on 10 Nov 2023 at 10am. (10.01am – 10.54am) 

 
PRESENT 
 
Chairperson Kevin Dixon  
Deputy chairperson Shane Robertson  
Members Alanna Barrett  
 Kevin Curtin  
 Councillor Jaspreet Boparai  
 Councillor Derek Chamberlain  
 Mayor Scott  
 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
  
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Committee advisor Rachael Poole 
Transactional project lead Shelley Dela Llana 
Community liaison officer Kathryn Cowie 
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1 Apologies 
 

There were no apologies. 
 
 

2 Leave of absence 
 

There were no requests for leave of absence. 
 
 

3 Conflict of interest 
 
There were no conflicts of interest declared. 
 
 

4 Extraordinary/urgent items 
 
There were no extraordinary/urgent items. 
 
 

5 Confirmation of minutes  
 

Resolution 

Moved Deputy chairperson Robertson, seconded Cr Boparai  and resolved: 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee confirms the minutes of the meeting held on 19 
May 2023 as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

 
6 Public participation 
  
 Nightcaps Medical Centre – Nester Alexander spoke on their application to purchase a 

laptop. 
 

Life Education Trust – Janice Jones and Jaime McNaught spoke to their application to assist 
in bringing the life education trailer to Nightcaps. 

 
Takitimu Swimming Club – Michelle Anderson spoke on their application to run swimming 
lessons for the children of Nightcaps and Ohai 
 
South Sea Spray – Pauline Smith and Cara Boyes spoke to their application to bring South 
Sea Spray to the Winton area. 
 
Chair Dixon thanked each of the speakers for attending the meeting and sharing information 
with the meeting. 
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Reports 
 
7.1 Financial Report to 30 June 2023 

Record No: R/23/9/42187 

 Transactional project lead, Shelly Dela Llana spoke to this report.  The purpose of this report 
was to provide a summary of the Ohai Railway Fund’s financial position as at 30 June 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Resolution 

Moved Cr Boparai, seconded Alanna Barrett  and resolved: 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) Receives the report titled “Financial Report to 30 June 2023” dated 2 
November 2023 

 
New b)  Staff to investigate the investment strategy of the Ohai Railway Fund and 

report back to the next meeting on other options available to the committee. 
 

 
 
7.2 Ohai Railway Fund - Individual applications - September 2023 

Record No: R/23/10/50652 

 Community liaison officer, Kathryn Cowie spoke to this report and explained that the 
purpose of this report was for the Ohai Railway Fund Committee to consider applications 
for the September 2023 round of individuals seeking grants to assist with tertiary study and 
international opportunities.   

 There is $55,000 budgeted to spend in grant allocations for the 2023/24 financial year.  

  
 Resolution 

Moved Cr Chamberlain, seconded Deputy chairperson Robertson  and resolved: 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) receives the report titled “Ohai Railway Fund - Individual applications - 
September 2023”. 

 
b) determines that this matter or decision be recognised as not significant in 

terms of Section 76 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
 
c) determines that it has complied with the decision-making provisions of the 

Local Government Act 2002 to the extent necessary in relation to this 
decision; and in accordance with Section 79 of the act determines that it 
does not require further information, further assessment of options or 
further analysis of costs and benefits or advantages and disadvantages prior 
to making a decision on this matter. 

 
d) Receives applications from the following 
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• Cassidy Murch 
• Haley Erskine 
• Shaun Campbell  
• Meg Clarkson  
• Abbey Henderson  
• Samuel Clarkson  
• Rylan Cooper 
• Bella van Miltenburg 
• Angus Madden  
• Emma McEwan 

 
e) Approves $1,500 to Cassidy Murch 

f) Approves $1,000 to Haley Erskine 

g) Approves $700 to Shaun Campbell  

h) Approves $1,000 a grant to Meg Clarkson  

i) Approves $1,000 a grant to Abbey Henderson  

j) Approves $1,000 a grant to Samuel Clarkson 

k) Approves $1,000 a grant to Rylan Cooper 

l) Approves $1,500 a grant to Bella van Miltenburg 

m) Approves $1,000 a grant to Angus Madden 

n) Approves $1,000 a grant to Emma McEwan 

New o) Staff will prepare a report on the terms of reference update to be included in 
the agenda for the next meeting. 
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7.3 Ohai Railway Fund - organisation applications - September 2023 

Record No: R/23/10/50716 

 Community liaison officer, Kathryn Cowie spoke to this report and explained that the 
purpose of this report was for the committee to consider applications for the September 
2023 funding round from three organisations, seeking grants to assist with community 
projects.  

 The applications considered were: 

1) Nightcaps Medical Centre – new laptop 

2) Takitimu Swimming Club – swim coaching weekend 2024 

3) South Sea Spray – exhibition event 2024 

4) Life Education Trust – operational costs mobile classroom  

 There is $55,000 budgeted to spend in grant allocations for the 2023/24 financial year.  

  
 Moved Alanna Barrett, seconded Councillor Chamberlain recommendations a – d. 

The motion was put and declared carried. 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) receives the report titled “Ohai Railway Fund - organisation applications - 
September 2023”. 

 
b) determines that this matter or decision be recognised as not significant in terms 

of Section 76 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
 
c) determines that it has complied with the decision-making provisions of the 

Local Government Act 2002 to the extent necessary in relation to this decision; 
and in accordance with Section 79 of the act determines that it does not require 
further information, further assessment of options or further analysis of costs 
and benefits or advantages and disadvantages prior to making a decision on 
this matter. 

 
d) Receives applications from the following: 

1. Nightcaps Medical Centre 
2. Takitimu Swimming Club  
3. South Sea Spray 
4. Life Education Trust  
 

Moved Shane Robertson, seconded Councillor Chamberlain recommendation e – 
Nightcaps Medical Centre: 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

e) Approves/declines a grant of $2,000 to the Nightcaps Medical Centre to assist 
with the purchase of a new laptop.  

The motion was put and declared CARRIED. 
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Moved Mayor Scott, seconded Alanna Barrett recommendation f – Takitimu Swimming 
Club: 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

f) Approves/declines a grant of $1,440 to the Takitimu Swimming Club to assist 
with costs associated with their annual swim coaching weekend in February 
2024.  

The motion was put and declared CARRIED. 

Moved Shane Robertson, seconded Alanna Barrett recommendation g – South Sea Spray 
Trust 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

g) Approves/declines a grant of $15,000 to South Sea Spray to assist with costs 
associated with their exhibition event and workshops in February 2024.  

The motion was put and declared CARRIED. 

Moved Councillor Chamberlain, seconded Alanna Barrett recommendation h – Life 
Education Trust: 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

h) Approves/declines a grant of $2,500 to the Life Education Trust for operational 
costs associated with their mobile classroom.   

The motion was put and declared CARRIED. 

 Final resolution 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) receives the report titled “Ohai Railway Fund - organisation applications - 
September 2023”. 

 
b) determines that this matter or decision be recognised as not significant in terms 

of Section 76 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
 
c) determines that it has complied with the decision-making provisions of the 

Local Government Act 2002 to the extent necessary in relation to this decision; 
and in accordance with Section 79 of the act determines that it does not require 
further information, further assessment of options or further analysis of costs 
and benefits or advantages and disadvantages prior to making a decision on 
this matter. 

 
d) Receives applications from the following: 

1. Nightcaps Medical Centre 
2. Takitimu Swimming Club  
3. South Sea Spray 
4. Life Education Trust  
 

e) Approves a grant of $2,000 to the Nightcaps Medical Centre to assist with the 
purchase of a new laptop.  
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f) Approves a grant of $1,440 to the Takitimu Swimming Club to assist with costs 
associated with their annual swim coaching weekend in February 2024.  

g) Declines a grant of $15,000 to South Sea Spray to assist with costs associated 
with their exhibition event and workshops in February 2024.  

h) Approves a grant of $2,500 to the Life Education Trust for operational costs 
associated with their mobile classroom.   

 
 
7.4 Ohai Railway Fund Grants Schedule 

Record No: R/23/10/50740 

 Community liaison officer, Kathryn Cowie was in attendance for this item. The committee 
noted that the schedule presented updated them on the previous allocations made by the 
Ohai Railway Fund committee. 
 

 Resolution 

Moved Deputy chairperson Robertson, seconded Kevin Curtin  and resolved 

That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) Receives the report titled “Ohai Railway Fund Grants Schedule” dated 30 
October 2023. 

 
 
The meeting concluded at 10.54am. CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD AT A 

MEETING OF THE OHAI RAILWAY FUND COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 
 
 
 
DATE:............................................................................................ 
 
 
 
CHAIRPERSON:........................................................................ 

 



Ohai Railway Fund Committee 
10 May 2024 

 
 

 
7.1 Ohai Railway Fund - Individual Applications - March 2024 Page 15 

 

Ohai Railway Fund - Individual Applications - March 
2024 
Record no: R/24/4/28976 
Author: Kathryn Cowie, Community liaison officer  
Approved by: Sam Marshall, Group manager customer and community wellbeing  
 
☒  Decision ☐  Recommendation ☐  Information 
 

   

 

Purpose 
1 The purpose of this report is for the Ohai Railway Fund Committee to consider applications for 

the March 2024 round of individuals seeking grants to assist with tertiary study and international 
opportunities.   

Executive summary 
2 A total of three applications have been received for the March 2024 funding round for individual 

grants.  

3 A summary of the individual applications is attached for members information. This also includes 
the qualification terms and grant allocation information as per the terms of reference for the 
fund.    

4 A copy of the applications is also attached to this report.  

5 There is $55,000 budgeted to spend in grant allocations for the 2023/24 financial year. $38,360 
was allocated in the September 2023 funding round, which leaves $16,640 remaining to allocate. 
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Recommendation 
That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) receives the report titled “Ohai Railway Fund - Individual Applications - March 
2024”. 

 
b) determines that this matter or decision be recognised as not significant in terms of 

Section 76 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
 
c) determines that it has complied with the decision-making provisions of the Local 

Government Act 2002 to the extent necessary in relation to this decision; and in 
accordance with Section 79 of the act determines that it does not require further 
information, further assessment of options or further analysis of costs and benefits 
or advantages and disadvantages prior to making a decision on this matter. 

 
d) Receives applications from the following: 

 
• Laura Cooke 
• Noah Cribb  
• Renee Lumsden 
 

e) Approves/declines a grant to Laura Cooke  
 

f) Approves/declines a grant to Noah Cribb 
 

g) Approves/declines a grant to Renee Lumsden  
 
 

 

 
Background 

6 The purpose of the Ohai Railway Fund is to provide grants for the benefit of the residents of the 
former Ohai Railway Board area. Individuals may apply for assistance towards tertiary study or 
international opportunities, and local community groups may also apply to the fund for project 
assistance. Organisation applications are dealt with in a separate report.  

7 Individuals may apply for assistance with post-secondary or adult education assistance and must 
either reside in the area or be a descendant of a person who resided in the area for any consecutive 
nine-year period between 1960 and 2011 (both years inclusive). 

8 Allocations are made based on whether the applicant is a resident or non-resident and if they are 
completing a long (over 12 months) or short (12 months or less) course.  

9 The Ohai Railway Fund Committee, is a committee of Southland District Council, and will be 
subject to Southland District Council’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders. 
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Issues 

10 There are no issues to consider. 

Factors to consider 

Legal and statutory requirements 

11 Aligns with Southland District Council’s Ohai Railway Fund Terms of Reference approved by 
Council on 1 November 2019. 

Community views 

12 Those in the community and descendants of former residents of the former Ohai Railway Board 
area appreciate the opportunity for grant monies to assist with tertiary studies and international 
opportunities.  

Costs and funding 

13 Costs relating to Ohai Railway Fund grants are budgeted for annually. As per the financial report, 
there is $55,000 budgeted to allocate for the 2023/24 financial year. The committee may choose 
to spend over this amount if they wish.  

14 If all applications are granted the total amount for the tertiary applications for this round will be 
$3,000. There is $16,640 remaining to allocate for the 2023/24 financial year.   

Policy implications 

This process meets the current Southland District Council Terms of Reference relating to the 
Ohai Railway Fund Committee. 

Analysis 

Options considered 

15 The options considered are to either fund the March 2024 applications in accordance with the 
terms of reference or to decline the applications.  

Analysis of Options 

Option 1 – Agrees to fund the March 2024 applications in accordance with the terms of reference 

Advantages  Disadvantages  

• Assists applicants with costs towards higher 
education, qualifications and international 
opportunities 

• there are no disadvantages 

 
Option 2 – Declines the March 2024 applications 

Advantages  Disadvantages  

• there are no advantages • no funds awarded and the applicants could 
be hindered by lack of financial support 

 



Ohai Railway Fund Committee 
10 May 2024 

 

 

 
7.1 Ohai Railway Fund - Individual Applications - March 2024 Page 18 

 

 
Assessment of significance 

16 Not considered significant. 

Recommended option 

17 Option 1 - agrees to grant the March 2024 tertiary applications in accordance with the terms of 
reference. 

Next steps 

18 Advise the applicants of the outcome of their application and process payments where applicable.  

 

Attachments 
A  ORF - Individual Application Summary - March 2024   
B  ORF March 2024 - Individual applications for agenda      
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Ohai Railway Fund Committee 10 May 2024 
 

 
7.1 Attachment B Page 23 

 

  



Ohai Railway Fund Committee 10 May 2024 
 

 
7.1 Attachment B Page 24 

 

  



Ohai Railway Fund Committee 10 May 2024 
 

 
7.1 Attachment B Page 25 

 

 





Ohai Railway Fund Committee 
10 May 2024 

 
 

 
7.2 Financial Report to 31 March 2024 Page 27 

 

Financial Report to 31 March 2024 
Record No: R/24/4/28982 
Author: Joanie Nel, Senior accountant  
Approved by: Anne Robson, Group manager finance and assurance  
 
☐  Decision ☐  Recommendation ☒  Information 
 

   

 

Financial Report 
1 This report provides a summary of the Ohai Railway Fund’s financial position as at 31 March 2024. 

2 Actual interest at year end will be allocated at no less than the average RBNZ six-month term 
deposit rate for the 12 months prior to 30 June 2024. The actual interest rate may differ from what 
is forecast (and consequently paid out as grants), however in the event that there is a shortfall, the 
Committee has sufficient reserve funds available to fund such a deficit. 

3 Interest income on the fund for the full financial year is budgeted at $84,412, however if we apply 
the average Reserve Bank of New Zealand (RBNZ) six-month term deposit rate for the 12 months 
prior to 31 March 2024, interest for the year is estimated to be $105,612. 

4 In 2023/2024 $55,000 is budgeted to be allocated via grants. To date $6,640 has been allocated. A 
further $48,360 remains available to be allocated prior to 30 June 2024. Any grants that are allocated 
above the estimated interest income level of $84,412 will need to be funded from the reserve. 

5 If interest income, grants allocated and other expenditure are as budgeted this year, the estimated 
reserve fund at 30 June 2024 will increase to $1,871,030 (30 June 2023 actual: $1,842,647).  
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Note
Actual 

March 2024  
Budget June 

2024
Actual June 

2023
Revenue

Actual interest received - -                   79,805            
Prior year commitments outstanding -                   -                   -                     
Budgeted interest for the year ended 30 June 2024 1 -                   84,412          -                     

-                   84,412          79,805            
Expenditure

Advertising -                   -                   -                     
Meeting expenses 1,200            926              -                     
Catering expenses -                   103              104                 
Prior year commitments outstanding 2 -                   - -                     
Current year commitments 3 16,640          - 101,735          
Refunds/stale cheques/reversals 4 (10,000)         - -                     
Grants - 55,000          -

7,840            56,029          101,839          

Net Surplus/(Deficit) (7,840)          28,383         (22,034)          

Actual 
March 2024

Budget June 
2024

Actual June 
2023

Equity at the Start of the Period 1,842,647      1,842,647     1,864,681        

Net Surplus/(Deficit) (7,840)           28,383          (22,034)           

Equity at the End of the Period 1,834,807     1,871,030     1,842,647       

Note
Actual 

March 2024
Budget June 

2024
Actual June 

2023

Equity Available 1,834,807     1,871,030 1,842,647       

Current Assets
Southland District Council Ohai Railway Fund (held in reserve) 1,834,807 1,871,030 1,842,647        

Less Current Liability
Accrued Grants -                   -                   -                     

SDC Reserve Account 1,834,807     1,871,030     1,842,647       

Statement of Financial Position
As at 31 March 2024

Ohai Railway Fund Committee

Statement of Financial Performance
For the Period Ended 31 March 2024

Statement of Changes in Equity 
As at 31 March 2024
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1. Interest Earned
Projected 
June 2024

Actual June 
2023

Current Weighted Average Interest Rate 5.82% 4.40%

2. Prior Year Commitments
The following list shows all grants allocated or written off in the prior financial year (2022/2023). 

June 2023 Committed Uplifted 22/23 Reversed 22/23 Balance
-                   

-                  -                -                   -                   

3. Current Year Commitments

June 2024 Committed Uplifted 23/24 Reversed 23/24** Balance

(10,000)         (10,000)         
-                   

Nightcaps Medical Centre- laptop for Board of trustees 
treasurer 2,000           2,000            
Haley Erskine 1,000           1,000            
Meg Clarkson 1,000           1,000            
Shaun Campbell 700              700              
Sam Clarkson 1,000           1,000            
Emma McEwan 1,000           1,000            
Rylan Cooper 1,000           1,000            
Abbey Henderson 1,000           1,000            
Southland Life Education Community Trust 2,500 2,500            
Angus Madden 1,000 1,000            
Bella van Milte 1,500 1,500            
Takatimu Swimming Club- swim coaching weekend 1,440 1,440            
Cassidy Murch 1,500 1,500            

-                   
-                   
-                   

16,640         -               (10,000)         6,640           

4. Refunds/Withdrawals/Cancelled Grants
Nightcaps Medical Centre (10,000)        

(10,000)       -               -                   -                  

*
** Reversed grants include grants withdrawn, refunded or cancelled.

Notes to the Accounts

Ohai Railway Fund Committee

Nightcaps Medical Centre - addional $10k if unsuccessful 
with other funding as at 30/06/23

Projected interest to 30 June 2024 is $105,612. This projection is based on the average RBNZ six month term deposit rate for the 12 months ended 31 March 2024.

Interest rate paid to 30 June 2023 was calculated at 4.40%. The average RBNZ six month term deposit rate for the 12 months ended 30 June 2022 was 4.38%.

All Reserve Funds (including O.R.B. monies) are pooled together for investment purposes. At the end of each financial year Council allocates interest to each 
separate fund, based on the average balance.

For the Period Ended 31 March 2024
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Recommendation 
That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) Receives the report titled “Financial Report to 31 March 2024” dated 2 May 2024. 
 

 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.    
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Ohai Railway Fund - Organisation Applications - March 
2024 
Record no: R/24/4/28986 
Author: Kathryn Cowie, Community liaison officer  
Approved by: Sam Marshall, Group manager customer and community wellbeing  
 
☒  Decision ☐  Recommendation ☐  Information 
 

   

 

Purpose 
1 The purpose of this report is for the committee to consider organisation applications for the 

March 2024 funding round of the Ohai Railway Fund.  

 

Executive summary 
2 One application has been received for the March 2024 funding round for organisation grants.  

3 A copy of the application is attached to this report.  

4 There is $55,000 budgeted to spend in grant allocations for the 2023/24 financial year. $38,360 
was allocated in the September 2023 funding round, leaving $16,640 to allocate this round. 

5 A summary of the applications for this round are as follows: 

Applications received  1 
Total amount requested $1,715 
Total amount available for distribution  $16,640 

 

Application summary: 

1 Eastern Bush Hall 

 Request assistance for costs to replace the rear roof and spouting at the hall. The current 
roof and spouting is leaking, causing damage to the building.  
 

 Total project cost $7,565 
 Amount requested $1,715 

 

 

 



Ohai Railway Fund Committee 
10 May 2024 

 

 

 
7.3 Ohai Railway Fund - Organisation Applications - March 2024 Page 32 

 

Recommendation 
That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) receives the report titled “Ohai Railway Fund - Organisation Applications - March 
2024”. 

 
b) determines that this matter or decision be recognised as not significant in terms of 

Section 76 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
 
c) determines that it has complied with the decision-making provisions of the Local 

Government Act 2002 to the extent necessary in relation to this decision; and in 
accordance with Section 79 of the act determines that it does not require further 
information, further assessment of options or further analysis of costs and benefits 
or advantages and disadvantages prior to making a decision on this matter. 

 
d) Receives applications from the following: 

1. Eastern Bush Hall  
 

e) Approves/declines a grant of $1,715 to the Eastern Bush Hall to assist with replacing 
the rear roof and spouting of the hall.  

 
 

 
Background 

6 The purpose of the Ohai Railway Fund is to provide grant(s) for the benefit of the residents of 
the former Ohai Railway Board area.  

7 Individuals may apply for assistance towards tertiary study or international opportunities, and 
local community groups may also apply to the fund for project assistance. Individual applications 
are dealt with in a separate report.  

8 The Ohai Railway Fund Committee, is a committee of Southland District Council, and will be 
subject to Southland District Council’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders. 

 

Issues 

9 There are no issues to consider. 

Factors to consider 

Legal and statutory requirements 

10 Aligns with Southland District Council’s Ohai Railway Fund Terms of Reference approved by 
Council on 1 November 2019. 

Community views 

11 The committee members, as representatives of their community will consider each application 
and how it benefits the area.  
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Costs and funding 

12 Costs relating to Ohai Railway Fund grants are budgeted for annually. As per the financial report, 
there is $55,000 budgeted to allocate for the 2023/24 financial year. The committee may choose 
to spend over this amount if they wish.  

13 The requests for this funding round total $1,715. There is $16,640 available to allocate for this 
funding round.  

Policy implications 

14 This process meets the current Southland District Council Terms of Reference relating to the 
Ohai Railway Fund Committee. 

Analysis 

Options considered 

15 The options for consideration are to either approve or decline the applications. 

Analysis of Options 

Option 1 – Agrees to fund the March 2024 applications in accordance with the terms of reference 

Advantages  Disadvantages  

• Groups will be able to progress and 
complete their projects to the benefit of the 
local community 

• There are no disadvantages  

 
Option 2 – Declines the March 2024 applications 

Advantages  Disadvantages  

• there are no advantages • no funds awarded and the applicants could 
be hindered by lack of financial support 

 
 
Assessment of significance 

16 Not considered significant. 

Recommended option 

17 Option 1 - to allocate funds in accordance with the terms of reference. 

Next steps 

18 Advise organisations of the outcome and make payments where applicable. 

 

Attachments 
A  ORF organisation application - Eastern Bush Hall - new roof - March 2024      
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Ohai Railway Fund Grants Schedule 
Record No: R/24/4/29468 
Author: Kathryn Cowie, Community liaison officer  
Approved by: Sam Marshall, Group manager customer and community wellbeing  
 
☐  Decision ☐  Recommendation ☒  Information 
 

   

 

Purpose 
1 The purpose of the report is to provide the Ohai Railway Fund Committee with an alphabetical 

schedule of grant monies allocated since October 1993 for members’ information. 

 
 

Recommendation 
That the Ohai Railway Fund Committee: 

a) Receives the report titled “Ohai Railway Fund Grants Schedule” dated 29 April 
2024. 
 

 

Attachments 
A  Ohai Railway Fund Approved Grants (Alpha) - updated December 2023      
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