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Ardlussa Community Board 
 

OPEN MINUTES 
 

 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Ardlussa Community Board held in the Balfour Community Centre, 68 
Queen Street, Balfour on Wednesday, 14 August 2024 at 6pm (6.02pm to 6.35pm, 6.41pm to 
8.03pm). 

 
PRESENT 
 
Chairperson Richard Clarkson 
Deputy chairperson Ray Dickson 
Members Clarke Horrell 
 Hilary Kelso 
 Grant McFelin (6.04pm – 6.35pm, 6.41pm – 8.03pm) 
 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillor Matt Wilson 
Chris Dillon 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor Rob Scott (6.09pm – 6.35pm, 6.41pm – 8.03pm)  
Group manager regulatory services Adrian Humphries 
Committee advisor/customer support partner Deborah-Ann Smith-Harding 
Community partnership leader Kelly Tagg 
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1 Apologies 
 

There were apologies received from Councillor Wilson and  Chris Dillon. 
 
Resolution 

Moved Chairperson Clarkson, seconded Hilary Kelso and resolved:   

That the Ardlussa Community Board accepts the apologies. 
 
(Grant McFelin joined the meeting at 6.04pm.) 
 
 

2 Leave of absence 
 

There were no requests for leave of absence. 
 
 

3 Conflict of interest 
 
There were no conflicts of interest declared. 
 
 

4 Extraordinary/urgent items 
 
There were no extraordinary/urgent items. 
 
 

5 Confirmation of minutes  
 

Resolution 

Moved Clarke Horrell, seconded Chairperson Clarkson and resolved:    

That the Ardlussa Community Board confirms the minutes of the meeting held on 12 
June 2024 as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

 
6 Public participation 

 
There was no public participation 
 
 
(Mayor Rob Scott joined the meeting at 6.09pm). 
 
 

Reports 
 
7.1 Enforcement Policy 

Record No: R/24/7/46860 

 Group manager regulatory services – Adrian Humphries was in attendance for this item. 
 



Ardlussa Community Board 
14 August 2024 

 
 

  
Minutes Page 3 

 

Mr Humphries introduced the enforcement policy. He advised that the policy was adopted 
by Council on 19 June 2024. The policy is to uphold a fair and standardised model across 
New Zealand, to achieve positive outcomes for communities, Council and staff.  
 
The board raised concern for unkempt sections posing a fire risk and weed and gorse 
control for forestry boundary fences. The board was encouraged to lodge requests for 
services in these instances and Mrs Kelso mentioned the website to do so is not logical and 
user-friendly. Mr McFelin expressed his frustration in trying to register his dogs via the 
online portal and Mr Humphries undertook to enlist the help of the customer support to 
assist Mr McFelin to register his dogs online. 
 

 Resolution 

Moved Deputy Chairperson Dickson, seconded Hilary Kelso and resolved:   

That the Ardlussa Community Board: 

a) receives the report titled “Enforcement Policy”. 
 
 
7.2 Representation Review - representation proposal 

Record No: R/24/7/48369 

 Governance legal manager – Robyn Rout was in attendance for this item. 
 
Mrs Rout advised that following community engagement and board input, staff presented 
Council with representation options on 19 June 2024 allowing for persons with an interest 
in the proposed representation arrangement to make submission by no later than 5pm on 2 
September 2024. Hearings would be taking place on 18 September 2024 with adoption by 
Council on 23 October 2024. 
 
Mrs Rout cited a minor proposed change in Mararoa Waimea Ward is the location of 
Nokomai Station (for mesh blocks 4017026, 4017081 and 3042100) which moves from 
Ardlussa Community Board to Northern Community Board and the Parawa-Fairlight 
Subdivision. Both boards identified the remainder of Nokomai Road should move to the 
Northern community to be with the rest of the mesh blocks on the road as this road cannot 
be accessed from within the Ardlussa community, only from the Northern community. 
 
The submission to Southland District Council on behalf of the board is attached as 
Appendix A to the minutes. 
 

 Resolution 

Moved Chairperson Clarkson, seconded Clarke Horrell  and resolved:  

That the Ardlussa Community Board: 

a) receives the report titled “Representation Review - representation proposal ”. 
 

b) determines that this matter or decision be recognised as not significant in terms 
of Section 76 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
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c) determines that it has complied with the decision-making provisions of the 
Local Government Act 2002 to the extent necessary in relation to this decision; 
and in accordance with Section 79 of the act determines that it does not require 
further information, further assessment of options or further analysis of costs 
and benefits or advantages and disadvantages prior to making a decision on 
this matter. 
 

d) agrees that the Community Partnership Leader makes a submission from the 
Ardlussa Community Board outlining that it supports the representation 
proposal.   

 
 
7.3 Environment Southland Representation Review Initial Proposal 2024 

Record No: R/24/8/49217 

 Community partnership leader – Kelly Tagg presented the board with a representation 
review proposed by Environment Southland and agreed to make a submission on behalf of 
the board as a final proposal will be considered in September 2024 before being submitted 
for approval to the Local Government Commission.  
 
The Environment Southland proposed arrangements aligned with those of Southland 
District Council and will take effect for the local government elections in October 2025. 
 
The submission to Environment Southland on behalf of the board is attached as Appendix B 
to the minutes. 
 

 Resolution 

Moved Deputy Chairperson Dickson, seconded Chairperson Clarkson and resolved:   

That the Ardlussa Community Board: 

a) receives the report titled “Environment Southland Representation Review Initial 
Proposal 2024”. 

 
b) agrees that the Community Partnership Leader make a submission on 

Environment Southland Representation Review 2024 Initial Proposal by 5pm on 
Monday 19 August 2024. 

 
 
(The meeting adjourned at 6.35pm for a tea break and reconvened at 6.41pm.) 
 
 
7.4 Ardlussa Community Board submission to the proposed 2024-2034 Long Term Plan 

Record No: R/24/7/43255 

 Community partnership leader – Kelly Tagg was in attendance for this item. 
 
The Board noted that the purpose of the report was for ratification of the Board’s 
submission to the 2024-2034 Long Term Plan. 
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 Resolution 

Moved Hilary Kelso, seconded Grant McFelin and resolved:   

That the Ardlussa Community Board: 

a) receives the report titled “Ardlussa Community Board submission to the 
proposed 2024-2034 Long Term Plan”. 

b) ratifies the submission on the 2024-2034 long term plan  that was lodged with 
Council on 2 July 2024. 

 
 
7.5 Community board reporting 

Record No: R/24/7/47753 

  Community partnership leader – Kelly Tagg was in attendance for this item. 
  
 Mrs Tagg spoke to the report which updated the board on the community leadership and 

operational activities in the board area. 

Mrs Tagg advised that the underspent budget for the Balfour festive lighting project had 
been carried forward to the 2024/25 year to enable staff to investigate the cost of installing 
a remote control timer switch for the lights so that they didn’t not need to be turned on 365 
days a year.    

Mrs Kelso informed the board that a quiz night in support of the Waikaia Trails Trust and 
Riversdale Tennis Club had been held on Friday 9 August 2024 in Riversdale.  Approximately 
$9,600 was raised to be shared between the two organisations. 

Mrs Kelso also enquired as to progress with the sublease between Council, the Waikaia 
Trials Trust and The Lodge223 for the installation of a sculpture at the pump track in 
Waikaia.  Mrs Tagg advised she was awaiting further information about whether or not a 
resource consent would be required.  She expected to have a response in the coming days.    

The Board was reminded that nominations for community service awards 2024 are now 
open and that the closing date is 30 September 2024.  

Mayor Rob Scott provided an update on the Mayors Taskforce for Jobs project.  The aim of 
which is to connect job seekers with employers.   
 
Mrs Tagg provided an update on several funds that are closing at the end of September and 
also advised that Council will be moving to SmartyGrants, an online funding platform.  The 
majority of the funds that Council grants will be administered via this new online platform.  
Further information and training will be available closer to the time. 
 
Mrs Tagg will add the lighting project around the Riversdale Community hall to the 
“Tracker” on the operations report and noted this will cost approximately $9,000. 
 
Mrs Kelso asked what was happening with the possible sale of land in Balfour and was 
advised that staff are in the process of putting options together for the boards 
consideration. 
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Chair Clarkson mentioned the pool at Riversdale is waiting for an assessment and advised 
that he will check to see if the signage at the recycling containers has been updated.    

The chair advised that the blue-gum trees have been removed from the green waste site 
and the poplar trees next to the training field are yet to be removed. 

It was noted that the Riversdale waste water project is now complete. 

Mrs Tagg advised that the policy team wished to attend the boards next workshop to  
discuss the upcoming reviews of the dog control and freedom camping bylaws. 

 Resolution 

Moved Deputy Chairperson Dickson, seconded Clarke Horrell and resolved:   

That the Ardlussa Community Board: 

a) receives the report titled “Community board reporting” dated 5 August 2024. 
 
 
7.6 Councillor update 

Record No: R/24/8/49204 

 The Councillor update report was taken as read. 
 
The Long Term Plan 2024-2034 was adopted by Council on 26 August 2024 with a 13.25% 
increase for rates. 
 
Mrs Kelso confirmed a submission was made from the Waikaia Trails Trust to the Long Term 
Plan 2024-2034 consultation, applying for financial aid to assist with the construction costs 
of the mountain bike trail network. 
 

 Resolution 

Moved Deputy Chairperson Dickson, seconded Hilary Kelso and resolved:   

That the Ardlussa Community Board: 

a) receives the report titled “Councillor update”. 
 
 
7.7 Chairperson's report 

Record No: R/23/8/35163 

 Chair Clarkson 
Chair Clarkson advised he was approached by a member of the public about building a 
helipad in Riversdale.    
 
Fiordland Nurseries have supplied some plants  to the Riversdale gardening group  and the 
flaxes have been cut back.  The cost of the plants have been invoiced to Council.   
 
Chair Clarkson will attend the upcoming Oreti Community Board meeting next Monday 19 
August 2024 and report back to the board. 
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Deputy Chair Ray Dickson 
Deputy Chair Dickson provided the meeting with an email (refer to Appendix C) from New  
Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) confirming “there is no law requiring that your 
community group hold a Site Traffic Management Supervisor (STMS) warrant. However 
what your group is required to do is make sure you keep yourself as safe as reasonably 
practicable.”  Mayor Scott advised he will investigate this further.   
 
Deputy Chair Dickson has had conversations with the Domain board as the Golf Club lease 
is due for renewal.    
 
Mrs Kelso 
Mrs Kelso advised that she has been re-elected as Chair of the Waikaia Trails Trust at the 
recent AGM.  The meeting was also informed of an upcoming community meeting to be 
held in Waikaia to discuss the future plans for the mountain bike trail to go through McKee 
Park from the water tower to Bowmar Road.    
 

 Resolution 

Moved Chairperson Clarkson, seconded Deputy Chairperson Dickson and resolved:   

That the Ardlussa Community Board: 

a) receives the report titled “Chairperson's report” dated 1 August 2024. 
 
 
7.8 Next meeting report 

Record No: R/24/8/49847 

 Resolution 

Moved Chairperson Clarkson, seconded Hilary Kelso and resolved:   

That the Ardlussa Community Board: 

a) confirms that the next meeting of the Board is at 7pm on Wednesday 9 
October 2024 to be held at the Riversdale Community Centre, 73 Newcastle 
Street, Riversdale.   

  
 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.03pm CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD OF A 

MEETING OF THE ARDLUSSA COMMUNITY BOARD 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14 AUGUST 2024. 
 
 
DATE: 9 October 2024 
 
 
 
CHAIRPERSON:  
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APPENDIX C 
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