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Chairperson's report 
Record no: R/25/5/23830 
Author: Rachael Poole, Committee advisor  
Approved by: Robyn Rout, Governance legal manager 

☒ Decision ☐ Recommendation ☐ Information

Purpose of report 

The purpose of this report is to provide the chairperson of the Tuatapere Te Waewae Community 
Board an opportunity to present an overview of the issues she has been involved with over the last 
two months.   

Chairperson update 

Since the last Community Board meeting we have had the very sad death of Margaret Thomas who 
died on the 10th of April 2025. It was a great tribute that her funeral was attended by many, 
including representatives from the many organisations and groups of which Margaret was 
associated in a lifetime commitment to her community. It was lovely to see the Mayor, the CEO and 
some staff members from Southland District Council, as well as Community Board members, in 
attendance. Thank you for this respectful acknowledgement of a passionate, loyal and hard-
working community member. Margaret has left a distinctive mark on this community and for those 
of us who worked alongside her and enjoyed her friendship, we are the richer for it. 

Our community keeps doing extraordinary things for the benefit of all including: 

• The Tuatapere Toy Library committee has yet again organised another great Tuatapere
Rubber Duck race fundraiser. There were a large number of families out on this fun,
beautiful Autumn day.

• The Orepuki Promotions Committee, in association with the Orepuki Fire Brigade, held a
very successful fundraising quiz, the proceeds contributing to the replacement of Fire
Brigade tanks. They raised an amazing $8,000!

• The Monowai community had a wonderful weekend celebrating 100 years of the hydro
power station. People came from near and far and there was a huge attendance.

• The ANZAC services were all very well attended at Orawia, Tuatapere and Orepuki. They
were reverent and heartfelt; a beautiful memorial to our local lads who paid the supreme
sacrifice and to all of those affected by war and unrest, both in the past and the present.
The number of young families in attendance seems to grow annually which is wonderful.
Our local schools prepare the students well and the contributions of art are really lovely.
Our RSA Memorial Library looked amazing with its sprinkling of poppies and the life-size
silhouettes made by Hauroko Valley Primary students some years ago.

• This year’s Pink High Tea for breast cancer was a great success with $5,336 being raised
which is very good for a small community.
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Other Community Board News and Activities: 

• It’s great to see the new, much needed street light in Birch Street. The residents are very
happy with this.

• The community work team has been doing some really helpful activities including the
removal of diseased flax plants and noxious weeds from a garden near the recycling centre.

• It was greatly appreciated that Mayor Rob, Fran and Grant attended a public meeting at the
Waiau Town and Country Club on 28th April. Although there were few present the
discussion was informative and worthwhile. It is disappointing that the delivery of the Local
Water Done Well document was inconsistent around Southland.

• Emma from SDC and CB member Marilyn visited local schools and the playgroup to engage
the interest of the children in ideas for the redevelopment of the Jack and Mattie memorial
playground. Following this, letters were received from school students with their ideas and
drawings. At this stage I have written responses, on behalf of Marilyn and I, to each child
who contributed from Hauroko Valley Primary. These will be typed up by Comms staff with
an attractive background. The same will be done to the students at Waiau Area School and
the Tuatapere Playgroup who contributed ideas. All of the ideas were great!

• It’s really good to see the impact on locals and visitors in regard to the renovations taking
place at our railway station. A huge thanks to all involved! Work is underway to negotiate
acquiring additional land around the precinct. The purchase of the land will come from the
Better off Fund allocated to the railway station upgrade.

• On Wednesday 30th April I had my turn as a Community Board Chair to report to the
Southland District Council meeting on happenings in our CB area. It was with a sense of
pride that I could report on quite a list of community activities; so many examples of locals
making things happen!

• Community Board reports were included in the May and June editions of the Western
Wanderer.

• It’s wonderful to see the resurrection of the Orepuki War Memorial. The clean-up and touch
up paint work means that soldiers’ names are now clearly seen. Thank you to those
involved in this.

• The Monowai Village Services Society held a meeting on 5th April. Following this advice was
sought on whether to form a separate entity to look after general local concerns. The
Society was originally established to look after the Water Supply. On the 20th May a
meeting took place with Neil (Chairperson) and Robyn Wohlers, Rachael Poole, Community
Board member Wayne Edgerton and I. This was a positive discussion and, as a follow up, we
will also attend their AGM on 31st May.

• On 27th May, Mark Day met with CB members Marilyn Parris and Paula McKenzie and I at
McLeod’s Track to discuss the planned planting program. This area is looking very neat and
attractive already with its coating of bark chips.

• On the same day, 27 May - Mark and I met with Clifden Bridge Planting Group members
Phil Symonds and John Moffat to discuss plans for this area going forward. A Memorandum
of Understanding is to be drawn up as to geographical specifics and the planting program.
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• It will be good to see a new, attractively decorated, toilet installed at the Half Mile
Playground.

• It’s great that the Southland District Council meeting will be held on the 11th June in
Tuatapere. This will be a good chance for us to showcase some of our lovely spots and work
being done as well as other areas of concern and our plans to address them (eg Elder Park).

• It is hoped that there is good attendance at the Mayor’s discussion with the community on
the future of the Monkey Island shelter on the 12th June at 5.30pm at the Orepuki Hall.

• Thank you to the amazing girl team of Stella O’Connor, our Community Partnership Leader
and Rachael Poole, our Committee Advisor for your constant support, advice and wisdom.
Thank you also to those SDC staff members who regularly pop out and take the time to
look at issues and to listen to our community members.

Local Waters Done Well Submission 

Attached to the chairs report is a PDF copy of the submission that was made on behalf of the board 
as discussed and due to the submission closing in between our meetings, we will retrospectively 
approve the submission as part of my report. 

Board member updates 

This report also enables board members to provide an update on issues they have been involved 
with. 

Next meeting 

The next board meeting is at 3.30pm on Tuesday 5 August 2025, to be held at the Waiau Town and 
Country Club, King Street, Tuatapere. 

Recommendation 
That the Tuatapere Te Waewae Community Board: 

a) receives the report titled “Chairperson's report”

b) ratifies the submission on the Local Water Done Well, Local Government (Water
Services) Bill (included with this report as Attachment A) that was lodged with
Council on 7 May 2025.

Attachments 
A Tuatapere Te Waewae LWDW submission May 2025 
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